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Dedicated to building a strong Christian family for all of God’s children, working 

together for the purpose of putting our faith and love into practice. 

 

         

March 2020 
  
 
FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 
 
 

Dear Grace Family & Friends, 
 
The season of Lent is already here. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 

(which we celebrated on February 26th) and ends 40 days later (minus Sundays) 
with the sundown of the day before Easter (Easter this year on April 12th).  The 
forty days represents the 40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness, being 
tempted by Satan, and preparing to begin his public ministry. 
 

During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, self-reflection and 
repentance when we seek to literally “turn around” and realign our lives and 
focus toward God. It is a time to give up things as well as take on new life-giving 
practices, helping us rid ourselves of distractions and our own selfish desires. By 
doing so, we seek to live and love as more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ 
 

 

 
 



2 

 
 
The following is from The United Methodist Book of Worship:  

 

       
 The early Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord's passion 
and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church that before the Easter 
celebration there should be a forty–day season of spiritual preparation. During 
this season converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. 
 
     It was also a time when persons who had committed serious sins and had 
separated themselves from the community of faith were reconciled by penitence 
and forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the Church. In this 
way the whole congregation was reminded of the mercy and forgiveness 
proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ and the need we all have to renew our 
faith. 
 

 I invite you to observe a Holy Lent:    
by self–examination and repentance;    
by prayer, fasting, and self–denial;   
and by reading and meditating on God's Holy Word.  

 

 

May the Holy Spirit continue to help us to become the disciples that God 
desires us to be.     

     

 

      Peace, Pastor Kim 
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Paddling through Lent — and life 

 
 

Lent is a time for restoring balance to our lives. The Eskimos practice balance as they 
venture into freezing Arctic waters in little boats. If you’ve ever paddled a kayak, you know 

how easy they are to tip. Thankfully, kayaks are just as easy to turn back upright.  
 

That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for life as a whole. Whatever spiritual disciplines we 
adopt, if we succumb to temptation, it’s no biggie. One of the lessons of Lent is that, as long 
as we’re traveling light, it takes only a quick twist of the paddle to right us. That paddle twist 

might take the form of a quick but heartfelt prayer: “Jesus, set me straight again!” Or it 
might mean some extra time set aside for quiet meditation with God. Don’t get worried if 
your spiritual discipline fails now and then. Just let Jesus help you get upright once more, 

and keep paddling!  
 

—adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics 
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BARGAIN SHED  
 

The Bargain Shed will be opening (weather permitting) on Saturday, April 4th. 
Donations can be made during the week prior to our opening whenever the volunteers 
are there working.  If in doubt, see or call Edna Rominger at 518-966-8740. 
 
Please remember, donated items should be clean, in good condition and shelf 
ready.  Also, since our storage space is limited, we appreciate it if items are seasonal in 
nature (Spring and Summer).   
 
There are a few things we do not accept:  computers, TV's, exercise equipment.  We 
welcome small furniture pieces. 
 

We are looking forward to seeing past as well as new customers.  HAPPY SPRING! 

 
 
WORSHIP  

 

Praying for each other:  
    Each Sunday during Lent you will have an opportunity to pray for someone in our 
congregation.  To be a part of this caring for one another all that is required is to write 
your name on one of the index cards that will be provided. You can include a specific 
prayer request for yourself if desired. The cards will be collected near the beginning of 
the service and will be distributed at the end so that each person has the name of  
someone else in the congregation to be praying for.  Each week you will have another 
opportunity to participate in praying for one another.   
 

Music before worship 
    During the season of Lent, we will have quiet, meditative music being played prior to 
the beginning of worship. You are encouraged to take time before worship to open your 
heart, mind and soul. 

 
 
“A grandfather was walking through his yard when he heard his granddaughter repeating the 
alphabet in a tone of voice that sounded like a prayer. He asked her what she was doing. The little 
girl explained: "I'm praying, but I can't think of exactly the right words, so I'm just saying all the 
letters, and God will put them together for me, because He knows what I'm thinking."  
Charles B. Vaughan 
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 6 Fran Lobdell 
    13 Dotty Backlund 

 14 Sandy Racey 
16 Logan Moss 

   19 Vera Mahnken 
 20 Erick Mattick 

            21 Ray & Jan Bradshaw 
          21 Emily Buckley-Crist 
          26 Mary Alice Van Wie 

27 Joseph Bliss 
29 James June 

 

 

 

Special dates:  

 
• First Sunday in Lent, March 1, 2020  
• World Day of Prayer, March 6, 2020  
• Second Sunday in Lent, March 8, 2020  
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 8, 2020  
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 15, 2020  
• First day of spring, March 19, 2020  
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 22, 2020  
• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29, 2020 
 
 

 

2019 TAX SEASON 
Please contact Harriett Marple if you would like a letter from the church for your 
tax-deductible donations of last year.   
She’ll be glad to provide you with a record of your 2019 giving. 
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BEGINNING ON ASH WEDNEDAY AND CONTINUING THROUGH THE SEASON OF 
LENT, CROSS NECKLACES WILL BE AVAILABLE (FREE OF CHARGE)   
 
IT HAS BECOME A TRADITION OF THIS CHURCH TO “WEAR & SHARE” THESE 
NECKLACES AS A WAY OF SHARING OUR FAITH.   

 
 

THE LENTEN CROSS MINISTRY 
 

WEAR YOUR CROSS DURING LENT 
 

SHARE YOUR CROSS and YOUR FAITH 
 

REPLACE YOUR CROSS NEXT SUNDAY 
 

REPEAT STEPS 1 & 2 
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Italian Night 

April 25, 2020 

All are welcome for food and friendship: donations graciously accepted 
but not expected 

 

TAKE OUTS – 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm 
 

ENTREES TO BE ANNOUCED SOON  
Menu will include gluten free and vegetarian options 

 

 

MIXED GREENS (ITALIAN DRESSING) 
FRESH BAKED ROLLS/BUTTER 

FUDGE BROWNIE SUNDAE 

 

EAT IN – 5:00 pm – 6:30 pm 

 

 

 Anne Frauenberger and I (Michele Wagner) look forward to working together to 
make this dinner something very special. Thank you to Anne for agreeing to 
oversee the Front of the House this year  

Last year, I set up various preparation sessions, to help to get the kitchen, dining 
room and as much advanced cooking done as possible. This approach worked 
really well; we spent some time together working in small groups and the dinner 
was a great success. I have no doubt that this year’s dinner will be as well. I am 
also looking for volunteer(s) to come up with center pieces for the tables as 
well.  

I’m still working on a “Master Plan” but I will be looking for volunteers, you don’t 
have to stay for hours, even an hour will help.  
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In the next few weeks, I will have sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall the prep 
sessions (a few weeknight evenings and Saturdays and perhaps a Sunday after 
church) as well as the day of the dinner itself.  You don’t have to stay for hours, 
even an hour will help.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 518-522-3576. 

 

 
 

     It’s not too early to start collecting food items for the  
Brown Bag lunch program in April.   
 
We’re looking for: juice boxes, fruit snacks and canned lunch products.  
 
 

     
  

 
A big thanks to everyone who volunteered at or patronized the Book Nook's 
Winter Book Sale and made it a success.  
 
The kitchen made $215 and the books $2,113 for a grand total of $2,328  
 
 

https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95099060
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FATHOM EVENTS presents an 
Easter movie presentation of 

“JESUS” 
filmed live at Sight & Sound 

Theatres. 
 

At Crossgates Mall and Colonie Center movie theatres 
on Tues., April 7, Thur. April 9 and Sat., April 11 
 
   
Filmed in front of a live audience, Sight and Sound’s spectacular original state 
production is coming to the big screen – nationwide!  Experience the greatest rescue 
story of all time as the Bible comes to life in movie theatres for a special Easter event – 
three days only. 
 
While Jesus’ story may be familiar, His actions are unexpected.  He befriends outcasts 
and heals the hurting.  He challenges social norms and confronts hypocrisy, and the 
lives He touches will never be the same.    
 

Please let us know if you would like to attend this 
special screening of “JESUS”  

The church will reserve group seating for this event 
based on interest. A signup sheet will be available. 

 
 

https://youtu.be/owHveWb6BMA 
 

https://youtu.be/owHveWb6BMA
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GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

16 Hillcrest Drive 

Ravena, NY 12143-1409 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK          
If you are on Facebook, please join the 
Church page by liking us at Grace United Methodist Church, Ravena, NY.   
Find out what’s happening each week, including meetings and special events.  

OR VISIT US ON THE WEB: www.gumcravena.com 

http://www.gumcravena.com/
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