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Working together to put our faith and love into practice.   
 

Services are held at 9:30am -  Parking Lot Grace FM-89.7, 
Fellowship Hall, Zoom & Facebook 

July 2021 
FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

 
Dear Family and Friends of Grace UMC,  

   
 Can you believe that we’ve been together for 4 years already? 

Where has the time gone? It seems like just yesterday that I was 
appointed here, and yet so much has happened. We’ve lost several 

matriarchs and patriarchs of the congregation. Those that had a 

vision for Grace UMC, the merging of 3 congregations into one, 
coming together in a new location. A beautiful location with plenty 

of space and a great view. I wonder what plans might have been 
dreamed about over the years.  

 We’ve had other changes too. Some very active people 
moving – either away from the area or to other callings. But God 

has always provided what has been needed – new people stepping 
up, others joining in on the work already being done, some even 
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creating new opportunities for ministry. I wonder what new dreams 

and ideas we may come up with as we move forward. What dreams 
do you have for Grace UMC? What ideas and passion for ministry 

would you like to try out next?  
 We are entering a season in the life of the church where it 

may be useful for us to determine where God is calling us to be the 
church and the hands and feet of Jesus in our community. Are there 

ministries that have out lived their usefulness? Are there better 
ways to approach the things we already do or to partner with other 

churches that are also doing a specific ministry? Are there new 
opportunities for growth that we should be offering? What do we 

need to do to be better allies to our siblings that have been 
mistreated by the church and often in society as well?  

 Do we need to find time for our own relationship with God? 
How are we growing in our faith? Have we grown in our own 

discipleship? What would help you grow in your faith?  

 So how do we start? I believe we start by looking at our own 
lives and spending time with God to see what each of us needs, as 

individuals and as a church. Then we have discussions with others to 
see what they have learned.  And then we begin to write down our 

own thoughts and ideas and send them to the church, where we as 
a congregation can faithfully discern where God is leading us. 

 Your thoughts and ideas are important, as we are the body of 
Christ in this world. We need your input. Everyone’s voice matters. 

And by working together, we will find new ways, or maybe 
revamped ways, to put our faith and love into action. 

 
       Peace, Pastor Kim 
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HELP US GET BACK IN THE SANCTUARY  

 We need your help! We will need people to act as ushers as 
we move inside, as well as creating a plan for how to move people 

in and out of the sanctuary with minimal passing of each other, as 
well as figuring out physically-distanced seating. We will also need 

to figure out how to continue having an on-line presence.  
Specifically, we need the following: 

 

1) A method for getting people in and out of the sanctuary 

without going through the narthex, and preferably not the 

lounge. These areas, along with the hallway, are a liability 

with the continued leaking of the roof and water damage in 

these areas. 

 

2) A group to mark out 6 feet seating arrangements – as well 

as 12 feet if we wish to continue singing in worship 

 

3) Checking wi-fi in the sanctuary and determining if having a 

computer hard-wired is a better option 

 

4) Determining where we need to have 

computer/phone for streaming our services 

or if a camera would be a better option 

(other ideas are welcome) 

 

5) Making sure the sound system will 

work for computer/phone so that the sound quality is 

decent for streaming. 

 

There may be other items that we discover as we go. If you are 
interested in assisting with any of these (or other concerns that we 

have missed), please let the church office know.  Thank you! 
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CONGRATULATIONS to our seniors and prayers as they head off 

to college later this summer. 
 

Eric Mattick      Alfred        football       welding 
Ginny Frazee    New Paltz    swimming   independent study 

 
 

THANK YOU! 
Colleen Bailey for delivering to the Food Pantry.  Mark Gordon for 

his Facebook posts.   
 

 
BOOK NOOK NEWS 

The Book Nook is open (with all 

NYS health guidelines, including 
face coverings) only on Tuesday 

and Saturday mornings from 9:00 
until Noon.   

 
Also make a note that we are 

overflowing with cookbooks if 
you're looking for any. And we will 

for the time being.  
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BARGAIN SHED NEWS  

The shed is open on Tuesday and Saturday mornings from 9:00am-
Noon. The Shed has been having a bag sale since June 22.  The sale 

will end on July 3 and includes everything in the shop.  After July 
3rd we will be introducing fall and winter items.  Receipts through 

June 26 totaled $3,527. 
 

Please hold your donations until August to allow us time to bring out 
what we presently have in our storage room.   

 
 

EVANGELISM NEWS 
As we wrap up our Monday lunch ministry, we gathered around the 

tables together. For those who are housebound still, lunches were 
delivered as usual. Thanks to all who contributed in any way. Many 

hands make less work. Although it really wasn’t work…it was a joy! 

A special thanks to Sharon and Brian for exceptional organization 
and leadership.  God has blessed us Indeed! 
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SPECIAL DAYS 

  Independence Day, July 4, 2021 

As our nation celebrates Independence Day, let us remember and 
proclaim that God so loved the whole world that he sent Jesus to 

share in this life.               

 

 

As it does this year, July 4 fell on Sunday in 1937. 

While Pastor Eldred Johnston led worship that morning 
in Paulding, Ohio, local kids set off firecrackers nearby 

(restrictions were rare back then). Realizing he needed 
to act, the pastor slipped outside during a hymn and 

found the revelers. 

But instead of scolding or shouting, Johnston stayed 

calm. “I used to enjoy shooting fireworks too,” he 
said, adding that he knew it was a fun way to 

celebrate. “But many in this town are gathered in worship, and the 
noise is very distracting. All I’m asking is that you wait until church 

services are over — about noon — and then shoot firecrackers all 
you want.” The pastor smiled at each youth and returned to church. 

Recounting that experience in Liberty magazine, Johnston said he 
half-expected to hear defiant explosions. Instead, the kids waited 

respectfully until worship was over. When conflicts loom, may we 
heed that example — and this advice from Proverbs: “A gentle 

answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (15:1, 
NIV). 
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 3 Quanisha Porterfield 

 5 Alan Baumback 
 5 Jean Lyons 

 5 Wanda Whitney 
 7 Christine Frazee 

 10 Mike Ellis 

 10 Mark Gordon 
 12 Lidia Ruso 

 13 Jan Bradshaw 

14 Ken & Cindy Bliss 

14 John & Pam Ginder 
14 June Baumback 

16 Matthew Ginder 
22 Mike Mattick 

23 Sue Friday 

25 Leland Case 
29 Adam & Donna Newton 

 

 

 
 

 
RECIPE SWAP  

Are you interested in eating healthier? Need 
recipes? Have recipes to share? Just let the 

office know and we will create a group email 
list. Simply share your recipe by sending it 

either in the body of the email or as an 
attachment. Hopefully we'll all be able to 

have a greater variety of healthy foods to 

eat! 
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GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

16 Hillcrest Drive 
Ravena, NY 12143-1409 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK          

If you are on Facebook, please join the Church page by liking us at 

Grace United Methodist Church, Ravena, NY.  Find out what’s 
happening each week, including meetings and special events.  

OR VISIT US ON THE WEB: www.gumcravena.com 
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