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Working together to put our faith and love into action.   

 
Remember to Turn Your Clocks Back on 

SATURDAY NIGHT – October 31 
                                             November 2020 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 
 
Fall is upon us. The weather turns colder. Snow will be in the forecast (if it 
hasn’t happened already). We will be spending more time inside. COVID is still 
an issue, which limits our interactions with family and loved ones – and being 
inside will make our interactions even more limited. Daylight will be more 
limited – so those that have to deal with SAD (Season Affective Disorder) will 
battle depression. Our country is divided on so many issues. Protests 
continue. We realize that the America may not be the country we hoped it 
would be – or at least we haven’t become what we hoped. 
 Seems pretty dismal and depressing – but there is something that we 
can do everyday to help us to shift our heart and mind.  Let’s find something 
– even something small – that we can be thankful/grateful for each and every 
day! Let’s develop an attitude of gratitude. Some days might be easier than 
others, but if we look, there is always something to be grateful for. 

http://www.gumcravena.com/
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 Some of my colleagues have created a calendar and listed something to 
be grateful for each day in November. Other have asked their congregations 
to create their own (borrowing ideas if needed), while others are asking their 
congregation to be on the lookout each day, in their own lives, that they 
notice something they are thankful for.  I like this last idea – mostly because it 
forces me to pay more attention in my daily life, to be on the lookout, to be in 
the moment and not just go through the motions during the day. I’m going to 
keep answering the question, “What am I thankful for today?” or “Where have 
I seen God at work today?” each and every day this month.   
 Let’s give this a try – and see how God can use this to help us through 
these difficult times. I know that I have been grateful for ZOOM and Facebook 
to help us stay connected and be able to worship together in a new way. I’m 
thankful for Grace’s patience as we worked out the best ways to use 
technology in ways we had never done before. I’m thankful for the input and 
assistance from the congregation as we have worked through all of this. I’m 
thankful for Parking Lot worship – being able to use radio to worship together 
where we can see each other and hear each other. I’m thankful that the 
weather has been decent on Sunday mornings so that I could preside outside 
with you. And I’m thankful that we have found a first step in moving worship 
inside, especially since the weather is getting colder!!! 
 There will be more information for the opening of the building for 
worship in a separate article in this newsletter.  Please be sure to read it 
before showing up on Sunday morning. We will be celebrating communion 
and remembering those saints that have passed in the last year. 
 Let’s share all those places, people, pets, times and situations that we 
are thankful for during our month – helping us develop an attitude of 
gratitude – and seeing God in our everyday.                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                       
Peace, Pastor Kim 
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Inside worship to resume November 1st!!!! 
 We will begin inside worship beginning the first Sunday of November. 
The committee determined that the first step would move us into Fellowship 
Hall. It is easier to control space and limits areas of the church that are 
involved.  The service will be live streamed on Facebook (or can be viewed 
later at your convenience). We are hoping to provide radio transmission as 
well, but have not had the opportunity to test this. 
 We have decided to keep the 9:30 worship time. Worship will last 
approximately 30 minutes, as we will not be singing hymns (we would need 
12 feet distance to sing). As we will be in Fellowship Hall and using the folding 
chairs, you may wish to bring something to put on the chair to make it more 
comfortable. 
 How will this work? 

Other than those volunteers assisting in the morning, no one will be 
allowed to enter the building prior to 9:25. The outside bell will be rung to 
indicate it’s time to enter. Limiting the time inside deters congregating less 
than 6 feet from each other. The first door coming into fellowship hall from 
the patio will be the only “in” door. Everyone will come through this door. 
Please maintain 6 feet distance between groups, even before entering the 
building. Masks are mandatory (no single layer gaiters). Hand sanitizer will be 
used as you enter.  Attendance will be taken. You will be directed which seats 
to go to. We will be filling from the back to the front (the very back row may 
be reserved for special needs). Once seated, please remain seated until you 
are dismissed. 

We will have a liturgist that will speak on behalf of the congregation 
(similar to what we did on ZOOM), while the congregation is encouraged to 
whisper the words or read silently. By doing it this way, we can continue to 
have a call to worship, pray the Lord’s prayer together, the prayer of 
confession, prayer of dedication and sending. Music will be limited at this 
time.  Joys and concerns need to be sent to Pastor Kim (email, text, 
messenger) by 9:15 on Sunday morning. There will be no paper requests or 
speaking out loud while in worship.  

Church will be dismissed from the front to the back through the door to 
the right of the fireplace in Fellowship Hall. There will be no lingering in 
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Fellowship Hall after worship, other than clean-up. The chairs will be sanitized 
before being put away. Regular cleaning of the space will continue. 

Please feel free to give feedback as we re-enter the building.                                  
 
     

BIBLE STUDY 
 
Over the past few months, Sharon Phillips and Phyllis Shook have been 
reading and discussing a book by Stormiest Omartian entitled “The Power of 
Praying Together - Where Two or More Are Gathered” 
 
The idea is to meet weekly in our lounge room (observing social distance, of 
course). After we have bonded as a prayer group and winter weather becomes 
an issue, we’ll have the option to switch to Zoom meetings.  It’s important for 
the group to bond first before meeting remotely. 
 
Please let Sharon, Phyllis or Fran know if you are interested. The day and 
meeting time will be determined by the group.   
Let’s be a praying church! 

 
YOUTH HALLOWEEN EVENT 
 
 We were blessed with nice weather and had a very successful 
Halloween event on Saturday, October 24th.  We had 42 pumpkins entered 
into our pumpkin carving contest and our Coeymans councilman, Brandan 
LeFevere graciously agreed to be our judge.  (Pictures of the winning 
pumpkins are below!)  All winners received a gift card and little bag of 
halloween goodies.  Everyone who entered the contest received a cup of 
treats and a gift card for a free cone which was donated from our local 
Stewarts shop.   
 Cars drove down the driveway to view the lit pumpkins while listening 
to a Halloween playlist on Grace’s radio station.  Once cars drove around the 
corner by the kitchen door, !8 youth helped to scare the cars as they drove 
around the parking lot and exited at the top of the driveway.  We had rave 
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reviews from the cars as they exited and several cars went through the drive a 
second time because their kids enjoyed it so much.  
  We collected a significant amount of canned goods as well as some 
cash donations as admission to our event which we will bring to St. Patrick’s 
food pantry.  Each car received treat bags on their way out.   
 Many thanks to Audry and George June and Mike Mattick for their help 
welcoming cars to our event.  Thank you Brian Phillips for helping us get set 
up with the audio! We are also grateful to everyone who helped by donating 
candy, money, candles and extension cords to help our event go smoothly.   
 We were so proud of how the kids maintained all their COVID 
requirements by keeping their masks on and socially distancing.  While this 
year’s event was definitely different than previous years, we were grateful to 
have the opportunity to keep our Halloween tradition alive.  We had so much 
fun with the pumpkin carving contest we will probably make that an annual 
tradition!  Thanks to everyone who attended!! 
 
 
  

 
Pumpkin on the right was the 
winner of the Judges choice award 
 

 
 
        Coucilman Brandan LeFevere   
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 Funniest                        Most Artistic                    Most Creative 
                                     Amy Osterhout                Todd Deyo 
 
 

 
 
Scariest Pumpkin 
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BOOK NOOK 
  
The Book Nook is open (with all NYS health guidelines, including face 
coverings) only on Tuesday and Saturday mornings from 9:00 until Noon.   
We will not be open on Thursday evenings for the rest of 2020. 
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BARGAIN SHED NEWS 
 

From when the shed opened on August 15 until October 24, receipts totaled 
$1,500.  Donations were plentiful and are only being accepted through 
October 31st.  Our usual closing date is the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving.  Because we opened late, and weather permitting, we hope to 
remain open until December 12th. Everything depends on weather…and of 
course the covid virus.  Thank you to all for your donations and 
patronage.  We have enjoyed seeing old friends and making new ones. 
Thank you also to Cindy Bliss for being such a blessing during this difficult 
time. 
 

SPECIAL DATES 

• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2020 
• Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 1, 2020 
• Election Day, November 3, 2020 
• Veterans Day, November 11, 2020 
• Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 2020 
• First Sunday of Advent, November 29, 2020 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
2 Emma Lambert    9 Liz Spence 
3 Devonna Quinn    11 Cindy Bliss 
3 William Haslett    12 Preston Lambert 
4 JoAnne Burrill    30 Marcie Duvan 
5 Audrey Griffin 
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GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

16 Hillcrest Drive 

Ravena, NY 12143-1409 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK          
If you are on Facebook, please join the 
Church page by liking us at Grace United Methodist Church, Ravena, NY.   
Find out what’s happening each week, including meetings and special events.  

OR VISIT US ON THE WEB: www.gumcravena.com 

http://www.gumcravena.com/

